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CHARACTERISTICS OF SOME IRON—BEARING
FORMATIONS IN NORTHERN WISCONSIN

E. L. Beutner

Increased. interest in lean ores during recent years has led to re-exam-
ination of drift-covered areas in northern Wisconsin where magnetic anomalies
had indicated the presence of iron-bearing rocks but here little, direct geo-
logical information was available.

Exploration drilling was done at Magnetic Center in Iron County and
near Butternut, and in Agenda Township in Ashland County. The characteristics
of the iron formations and related rocks are described. It is suggested that
the sedimentary and volcanic environments in which certain Middle and Upper
Huronian sediments were deposited in the East Gogebic Range area also existed
to the south and west in Wisconsin. While part of the iron bearing sequence
resembles the typical banded cherty iron foniations of the better known ranges,
there is also much material which, while iron bearing, contains little well-
defined chert. The presence of abundant other minerals such as chlorite and
mica seems to indicate that mud, possibly of volcanic origin, as well as sil-
ica, was being deposited with the iron-bearing sediments here.

The rnagnetite-grünerite iron formation and black slate association in
Agenda Township closely resembles the metamorphosed Upper Huronian Bijiki
formation on the Marquette Range.
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RECENT IRON FINDS IN NORTHWESTERN ONTARIO

E. R. Mead

Modern beneficiation techniques have changed the economic outlook for

low grade iron deposits in the Canadian Shield. Most of the previously kncwn

iron formations have been staked and inten prospecting has led to many new

discoveries,

The occurrences are discussed in groups according to the sedimentary

belts in which they lie.. Studies of the new finds and their enclosing se-

quences should throw new light on the complicate1 stratigraphy of the area1
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